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Objective structured clinical
examination

OSCE Definition

An Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) is a
modern type of examination often used in health sciences (e.g.
medicine, chiropractic, physical therapy, radiography, nursing,
pharmacy, dentistry) to test clinical skill performance and
competence in skills such as communication, clinical
examination, medical procedures / prescription, exercise
prescription, joint mobilisation / manipulation techniques, and
interpretation of results.

OSCE design

1.

2.

W

An OSCE usually comprises a circuit of short (usual is 5—

10 minutes although some use up to 15 minute) stations,

In each station each candidate is examined on a one-to-one
basis with one or two impartial examiner(s) and either real
or simulated patients (actors).

. Each station has a different examiner.
. Candidates rotate through the stations/ take the same

stations, completing all the stations on their circuit.

. Stations can be standardised enabling fairer peer

comparison.

. Complex procedures can be assessed without endangering

patients health.

Characteristics of OSCE:

1.

Objective - all candidates are assessed using exactly the
same stations Candidates get marks for each step on the
mark scheme that they perform correctly.

Structured - stations in OSCEs have a very specific task
The OSCE is carefully structured to include parts from all
elements of the curriculum as well as a wide range of
skills.



3.

a clinical examination - the OSCE is designed to applied
clinical and theoretical knowledge. Where theoretical
knowledge is required the questions are standardised and
the candidate is only asked questions that are on the mark
sheet.

OSCE marking

1.
2.

3.

oo

Marking in OSCEs is done by the examiner.

Written stations are marked using a standardised mark
sheet.

A detailed mark scheme and standard set of questions
would award points for specific actions which are
performed safely and accurately.

. The marks vary depending on how well the candidate

performed the step.

. The examiner often has a small number of marks to weight

the station depending on candidates approach/
performance.

. The examiner in each station allocates individual pass

mark.

. The sum of the pass marks of all the stations determines

the overall pass mark for the OSCE.

. A minimum number of stations are required to pass.
9.
10.

OSCEs use several circuits of the same stations.
The marking is repeatedly shown to be very
consistent.

Preparation

1.

2.

3.

Preparing for OSCEs is very different from preparing for
an examination on theory.

In an OSCE, clinical skills are tested rather than pure
theoretical knowledge.

It is essential to learn correct clinical methods and then
practice repeatedly until one perfects the methods.

. Marks are awarded for each step in the method; hence, it is

essential to dissect the method into its individual steps,



learn the steps, and then learn to perform the steps in a
sequence.

5. It is often very helpful to practise in small groups with
colleagues, setting a typical OSCE scenario and timing it
with one person role playing a patient, one person doing
the task and (if possible) one person either observing and
commenting on technique or even role playing the
examiner using a sample mark sheet.

6. In doing this the candidate is able to get a feel of running
to time and working under pressure.

In many OSCEs the stations are extended using data
interpretation. For example, the may have to take a brief history
of chest pain and then interpret an electrocardiogram. It is also
common to be asked for a differential diagnosis, to suggest
which medical investigations the candidate would like to do or
to suggest a management plan for the patient.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differential_diagnosis
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